ovaries, the term is in a double sense objectionable. In connection specially with disease of the Fallopian tubes, Tait's name became associated with removal of the uterine appendages; and when, in harmony with certain beliefs which he holds as to the functions of the oviducts, he practised removal of the tubes as well as of the ovaries where others had been content with removal of the ovaries alone, the proceeding of "Removal of the Uterine Appendages" came to be known as Tait's operation. Men performed Tait's operation with Battey's motives; hence a confusion which has been rendered more confounded by more than one surgeon calling it the "BatteyJTait operation." The German terms, "spaying" and "castration," are objectionable on the grounds both of good taste and of exact naming.
In many of the operations performed the effect of castration, as usually understood, is an undesirable accident rather than a definite aim. These theoretical "aims for operation" will be put into actual concrete and positive "indications" when the diseased conditions are specified and described. But with the purpose sought we must reckon the result achieved ; and this result often oversteps the purpose. We may desire to put a stop only to that part of the sexual process which consists in the discharge of blood from the uterus, whereas the actual effect of operation is to strike at the root of the whole function of ovulation and destroy it. What exactly is the value of this per contra we have to reckon with ?
Here we have to deal with sentiment as well as with science.
The question is dragged hither and thither between the practical enthusiasm of the operative surgeon and the destructive criticism of the arm-chair theorist. 
